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       Our parish acknowledges and celebrates the original custodians of this sacred land, the Ngunnawal people. 
Like us on Facebook “Mary Help of Christians Parish” 

Remembering our faithful departed family and 
friends. Eternal rest grant unto all of our  
departed relatives and friends along with our  
parishioners who have died since last Christmas.   
     May they rest in peace.  

OUR  PARISH MISSION: 

“All the Church, all the Gospel, all the people, all the time” 

OUR PARISH VISION: 

All the Church - we  will WORSHIP with an open heart. 

All the Gospel - we will celebrate the WORD with joy. 

All the People - we will care for the WELFARE of all. 

All the Time -  we will WITNESS His love in all we do. 

OUR PARISH SCRIPTURE 

“Refresh my heart in Christ” - Philemon 1:20b 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH  CS = Communion Service 

PSALTER WEEK  4 

WEEKDAY MASSES:  Monday: CS 8.30am, Tuesday:  

5.30pm, Wednesday & Thursday: 8.30am; Friday: Divine 

Office Morning Prayer 8.45am, Mass 9.30am; Exposition 

and Adoration 5.30-6.00pm Friday 

WEEKEND MASSES:  

Saturday Vigil: 6pm   Sunday: 8.30am, 10.00am  

Mass will be celebrated at Goodwin Village for residents on 

the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. 

RECONCILIATION (Confession):  

For month of January by appointment only.  
BAPTISMS: The next information session will be held on 

Tuesday 13 February 2018, 7.00pm in the Parish Hall. 

Please register through the Office. 

Baptisms are celebrated in Mass or at 1130am on the 2nd & 

3rd Sundays of the month. Please register for the info night. 

WEDDINGS: By appointment, at least 6 months notice, 

please! Phone Father Richard for details. 

The BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL is open daylight 

hours each day for Adoration and quiet prayer. 

Please do not leave cut flowers or candles in the Chapel. 

MHoC Parish uses Qkr! with 
Masterpass App to contrib-

ute to the Church collections without the necessity of 
carrying cash. Please download from your App Store or 
contact Parish Office for more information. Please note 
during trial period, parishioners are referenced as 
’students’. This does not replace your current Direct Deb-
it or Credit Card donations (it can if you wish) but it can 
be used in conjunction with them.  

This year, the Archbishop’s Christmas 
Appeal will be used to support: 
 Our support will continue for the 
ecumenical Christmas Bowl appeal 
and its work in Australia & beyond. 
 Contributions will be made to sup-

port Diocesan projects locally, within Wilcannia 
Forbes Diocese as well as the Wilcannia Hub 
project , and globally, within the Dioceses of 
Otukpo, Nigeria and Tagbilaran, Cebu, Philip-
pines for their Diocesan Seminary. 

 Other endeavours will include support towards: 
Providing a school bus to transport young chil-
dren to school from poor surrounding villages 
within the La Salette Matha Province in India 
and student assistance for those in need at 
Bethlehem University in the Holy Land. 

Thank you for your generous support this  
Christmas.   
Donations can also be made via our Qkr App.  

Thank you all for the cards, gifts and kind 

wishes this Christmas season. Wishing you 

all a safe and peaceful break and may 2018 be 

full of contentment and joy.  

- Fr Richard and Megan  

Fr Richard’s Christmas Message 

At this time of the year, people of 

faith are often aware of the oppo-

sites in life. For example, as families 

come together, why are there so many 

lonely people around us? 

People without faith tend to concentrate 

on time off work, rest and relaxation with 

family and friends. That is not to say these 

are not good things to concentrate on. 

We are people of faith. We are aware that 

Jesus’ first breath at his birth was linked 

to his last breath upon the cross; his birth 

in a manger meant he was homeless at 

that time; his young journey with his family 

to Egypt meant he was a refugee escap-

ing certain death in his homeland; there 

was persecution in Bethlehem then and it 

continues today. 

So what has Jesus’ presence in the world 

done to change the world for the better? I 

think the answer lies with each and every 

one of us as people of faith. If we just rest 

and relax, we are not taking the breath of 

Jesus Christ and filling the lungs of the 

homeless, the lonely, the refugee. 

May this Christmas season be a time of 

loving renewal for each of us, for our fami-

lies, for our communities, our nation and 

the world. I pray your positive faith be in-

creased and the negatives in the world be 

decreased. 

God bless you and those connected to 

your life this Christmas and throughout 

the New Year. 

Update on Parish Office and Carpark Project - The 
new office has passed it's certification. The car park 
is one third poured and completion is scheduled for 
early in the New year.  
Thank-you to you all for supporting the parish and 
myself in achieving this vision. I am deeply indebted 
to you all for your support. 
I also thank Belinda and Matt Doherty from 
Matthew Homes for their efforts, and good humour, 
in trying to complete this task on time and on budg-
et. Despite the overrun in time, I am sure we will all 
be pleased in the new year when all the facilities are 
being used to the max. 
Please note will have intermittent email & phone 
access until Fri 12th Jan due to computer  
& phone line installation in new office, 
then the big move will commence!  
Thank you again. 
~Blessings, Fr Richard  

Parish Office Hours As the Parish Office is closed 
over the Christmas break, the bulletin for  
30/31 Dec has already been printed. If you wish to 
send in any notices/Mass intentions, etc, we will 
include them in the weekend of 6/7 January. Please 
leave them in the after hours box at the front door 
of the Presbytery.  
Please note the office will be on restricted hours 
over the school holiday period. Thank you.  

NO ROOM IN THE INN” - EXPRESSING HOSPITALITY 
IN PRACTICAL CHARITY 
Surely one of the saddest lines in the Gospel is when 
Jesus came to be born in Bethlehem and Joseph and 
Mary had to find emergency accommodation at a 
stable as there was “no room in the inn.” (Luke 2/7) 
Already Jesus is found to be on life’s periphery. He 
seems homeless. There is a lack of hospitality in 
Bethlehem. 
We can easily sentimentalise these moments but, in 
fact, they hide a harsh reality that still ought to trou-
ble us even today. 
The social services agencies of the Catholic Archdio-
cese of Canberra and Goulburn advise me that 
homelessness is increasing at an alarming rate in our 
area. This real poverty has an increasingly younger 
face and involves many more single mothers with 
young children. 
Like Jesus, there seems to be “no room in the inn.” 
Let us give priority this Christmas and New Year sea-
son to practical charity. We could focus on our fami-
lies, neighbourhoods and the wider communities. 
For a start, we could give generously to Christmas 
appeals for monies or Christmas gifts to the margin-
alised, especially the homeless. 
Then this Christmas will begin to reverse the inhos-
pitality of the first Christmas over two thousand 
years ago. 
May you and your families and loved ones be 
blessed in these fragile and troubled times. 
 
Archbishop Christopher Prowse 
Catholic Archbishop of Canberra and Goulburn 

http://www.mhoc.org.au/

